the year 1835 that it was cracked. Different accounts
have been given of the time and circumstances of this
disaster. One popular and widely accepted story
indicates that the bell cracked on July 8, while tolling
the death of Chief Justice John Marshall. An eyewitness
account which appeared in the New York Times, how
ever, describes in detail how the bell had been cracked
earlier that year by a group of eager youths, full of en
thusiasm but lacking proper knowledge or know-how,
while ringing the bell in celebration of Washington’s
birthday.

Even though it was cracked, the bell was left in the
tower. In 1846 an attempt was made to ring it in cele
bration of Washington’s birthday. The crack was drilled
out to a width of approximately one-half inch so that the
sides would not touch; however, as the bell was rung,
another zig-zag crack developed and the ringing was
\mppc(].

The great bell of Pass and Stow had expired while
paying tribute to George Washington. It had had a full
life, serving first as State House bell for the province of
Pennsylvania for twenty-three years. Then, when a new
nation was born, it assumed the more important role as
the Independence Bell. Altogether, it gave more than
eighty years of faithful performance.

Today, though cracked and worthless as a bell, it
continues to serve as the symbol of freedom, not only
to the American people but to all those throughout the
world dedicated to this great cause.

ITE A A
e VEHN

° & COMPANY

The Bell Ringers of America Since 1842

£C

1

2021 Eastern Avenue/Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Call Collect (513) US1-1776 or US1-1976

6

e Story of the
°LIBERTY °BELL

Adapted from Cast in America by Justin Kramer

he object most frequently used to symbolize Ameri-

can Independence is the Liberty Bell. It is recog-
nized the world over for what it represents. Appro-
priately, it holds a central place during the observance
of the bicentennial year of the Declaration of In-
dependence. Strange as it may seem, though, there is
little popular understanding of its fascinating back-
ground. Some think that the bell was cast in England,
others suggest that it cracked while ringing for the Dec-
laration of Independence or that it was cast with the
concept of colonial independence in mind. None of these
suppositions is true.

However, patient scholarship and diligent research,
accurate and verified, have pieced together a stranger
than-fiction narrative that begins almost a quarter of a
century before the Declaration of Independence was
signed. Actually, the complete story of the Liberty Bell
involves four bells, any one of which, under different
circumstances, might have become the Liberty Bell;
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